
 
 

CITY OF BARTOW 
CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2026 AT 6:00 PM 
OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS POSSIBLE 

450 NORTH WILSON AVE., BARTOW, FL 33830 
 

AGENDA   
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

2. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON  

3. ROLL CALL  

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 a. February 6, 2025 and Febraury 12, 2026 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

 a. Public Hearing and consideration of use of Community Development Block 
Grant Funds for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 in the anticapted amout of 
$102,630.19. 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

  
 
Please be advised that if you desire to appeal from any decisions made as a result of the above hearing 
or meeting, you will need a record of the proceedings and in some cases a verbatim record is required. 
 You must make your own arrangements to produce this record.  (Florida Statute 286.0105) If you are a 
person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are 
entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.  Please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 
450 N. Wilson Avenue, P.O. Box 1069, Bartow, Florida 33831-1069 or phone (863) 534-0100 within 2 
working days of your receipt of this meeting notification; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 1-800-
955-8771. Posted at City Hall, Bartow Public Library and the City’s Website www.cityofbartow.net on 
_____________. 
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CITY OF BARTOW 

CITIZEN’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
FEBRUARY 12, 2026, AT 6:00 P.M. (EST) OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS POSSIBLE 

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS, 450 NORTH WILSON AVE., BARTOW, FL 33830 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Citizen’s Advisory Committee met in a Regular Meeting on February 12, 2026, at 6:00 
p.m. in the Commission Chambers located at City Hall, 450 North Wilson Avenue, Bartow, FL 
33830. Notice of this meeting was posted at City Hall, Bartow Public Library and on the City’s 
website www.cityofbartow.net and advertised in the Winter Haven Sun Newspaper. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Director Howard Smith called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 
Director Smith stated that this Board consists of nine members. A total of five members 
must be present for this board to take formal action. He determined that there was not a 
quorum, that no formal action could take place. He instructed the board members to have 
a discussion only. 

 
2. SWEARING IN NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

 
• Julia Bailey 

 
Asst. City Clerk Fussell administered the Oath of Office for Committee Member Julia 
Bailey. 
 

3. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON 
 
No chairperson was appointed. 
 

4. ROLL CALL 
 

Asst. City Clerk Fussell called the roll, attendance was as follows: 
 

Board Members Present: Julia Bailey, Michael Brennan, Robert Fowler, and Robin Riggo 
 
Board Members Absent: Wendlyn Barnes, Lyn Bryan, Wesley Harbin and Alvin Smith Jr. 

 
Staff Members Present: Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Executive Director 
Howard Smith, Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts (PRCA) Director Jason Hargrove, 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Assistant Director Kyle Lasek, Business & Community 
Engagement Coordinator Cheryl Baksh, Finance Director Peter Lear and Asst. City Clerk 
Kaylee Fussell. 
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5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

• Matters not appearing on this agenda. 
 
There were no comments. 
 

• Matters appearing on this agenda but not scheduled for separate public hearing. 
 
There were no comments. 
 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 27, 2024 
 

No action was taken.  
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Public Hearing and consideration for use of Community Development Block 

Grant Funds for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 in the anticipated amount of $201,413. 
 

CRA Coordinator Baksh thanked the Committee Members for volunteering to serve on 
this board and for their participation in the process. She reviewed a slide presentation 
and explained what CDBG funds could be used for and the areas where they could be 
spent. For the FY 25-26 in the anticipated amount of $102,630.19.  
 
(A copy of the presentation is attached therein and described as Exhibit A) 
 
Assistant PRCA Director Lasek provided an update to the Board regarding a proposal 
to install a wheelchair-accessible swing at Nye Jordan Park. He noted that the park 
currently features an ADA-compliant merry-go-round. The estimated total project cost 
is $164,108.82. This grant would cover a significant amount of the cost with the 
remaining balance being funded through the Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Arts 
Capital Improvement Projects General Fund. 
 
Board Member Brennan inquired about the exact grant amount.  
 
Assistant PRCA Director Lasek responded that the CDBG totals $102,630.19. 
 
PRCA Director Hargrove added that the city is partnering with the Kiwanis Club to help 
secure additional funding for the remaining balance. The Kiwanis Club is currently 
pursuing a grant to assist with these costs. 
 
Assistant PRCA Director Lasek further explained that the ADA-compliant swing is 
designed to provide accessible recreation opportunities for individuals with mobility 
impairments, allowing them to engage in fundamental play experiences who are often 
unavailable to do without specialized equipment. The installation promotes social 
inclusion, enabling children of all abilities to play together while fostering community 
connection. He emphasized the department’s commitment to creating inclusive 
recreational spaces. 
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Director Smith reported that a public meeting had been held to present the wheelchair 
swing concept to the community on January 22, 2026, held at Carver Recreation 
Center. 
 
The committee members supported the project. Director Smith stated he would bring 
forth a recommendation to the City Commission for final approval at its February 16, 
2026, Regular Meeting.  

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

 
With no further business to discuss, CRA Coordinator Baksh adjourned the meeting at 
6:16 p.m. 

 
 

        
Chairperson  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
        
Asst. City Clerk Fussell 

 
(City Seal) 
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